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Academic Pathways 

Performance Relevance: 

The University of Toronto recognizes that access to a university education can be 

influenced by many factors such as financial, socio-economic, family circumstances and 

disabilities, and that not everyone pursues university directly from secondary school. We 

also recognize that many international students face challenges related to moving far 

from home and beginning their university studies in English.  

Given the wide range of potential barriers, we have developed different types of access, 

pathway and support programs in place. For this indicator, we have highlighted four 

examples of programs that provide academic pathways into our undergraduate programs. 

Information on some of our other types of access and support programs can be found 

elsewhere in Section B of our Performance Indicators report.  

TYP: The Transitional Year Program (TYP) is an access program unique in Canada for 

adults without the formal educational background needed to qualify for university 

admission.  Typically, these students have grown up in communities in which few people 

had access to higher education.  Students accepted into this program did not have the 

opportunity to finish secondary school due to a variety of circumstances.  TYP offers 

students the opportunity to undertake an intensive, eight-month full-time course and the 

opportunity to earn credits towards a University of Toronto Bachelor of Arts degree. 

Academic Bridging Program: The University of Toronto’s Academic Bridging 

Program offers mature students the opportunity to pursue a university degree.  The 

program is intended to bridge the gap between a student’s prior secondary education and 

the requirements of first year university courses.  Students enrolled take one Academic 

Bridging course and are provided additional support through a writing centre and 

mathematics labs.  Those who successfully complete the course may continue their 

degree studies in the Faculty of Arts and Science.  

Facilitated Transfer Programs: The University of Toronto strongly believes in the need 

to support college students who transfer into undergraduate programs. The facilitated 

transfer model first piloted at U of T’s Woodsworth College, is structured so that students 

receive intensive, personalized support before, during and after transfer to U of T from a 

partner college of applied arts and technology. We have found that transfer students in 

these programs are markedly more successful than those transferring from colleges 

without the benefit of a facilitated pathway. 

International Pathway Programs: The University offers several programs to help 

prepare international students for entry into our undergraduate programs. The focus is on 

improving English language skills prior to entry into one of our direct entry 

undergraduate programs. The International Foundation Program (IFP), Green Path 

Program (UTSC), FAIR-Taiwan (UTSC) and Academic Culture and English program 

(ACE@UTM) are discussed in more detail below. 
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Figure B-14-a 
Transitional Year Program (TYP) Enrolment and Transition, 2006 to 2011 cohorts 

The bars in the chart below show the number of Transitional Year Program students from each 
entering cohort who transferred to an Arts & Science program within two years. The line shows 
the transition rate for each entering cohort. 

 

Source: Office of Government, Institutional and Community Relations 

Related web site: 

http://www.utoronto.ca/typ/  
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Figure B-14-b 
Academic Bridging Program Enrolment and Transition 

The bars in the chart below show the number of students who successfully completed the 
Academic Bridging Program and the number who registered in Arts & Science the following year 
– for each entering cohort. The lines show the percentage of those admitted who completed the 
Bridging program, and the percentage of those admitted who registered in Arts & Science in the 
following year.   

 
 

Notes: 

1. * Students who successfully complete the Bridging Program are eligible to register in Arts & Science. 

2. Source: Office of the Academic Bridging Program 

 

Related website: 

http://www.wdw.utoronto.ca/index.php/programs/academic_bridging/overview/ 
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Figure B-14-c 
Facilitated Transfer Programs 

The table below provides a sample of our current Facilitated Transfer Programs with Ontario 
Colleges of Applied Arts & Technology. These programs are structured so that students receive 
intensive, personalized support before, during and after transfer to U of T. 

 

Joint Transfer Program Description 

Woodsworth – Seneca 
Facilitated pathway for liberal arts studies at Seneca College to an HBA in 
Humanities or social sciences at U of T – St. George. 

Woodsworth – Humber 
Facilitated pathway for general arts and science studies at Humber College to 
an HBA program at U of T – St. George. 

UTSC – Seneca 
Facilitated pathway for liberal arts studies at Seneca College to an HBA 
program at UTSC. 

UTM – Sheridan 
Facilitated pathway for general arts and science studies at Sheridan College to 
an HBA program at UTM. 

UTM – Humber 
Facilitated pathway for general arts and science studies at Humber College to 
an HBA program at UTM. 
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Figure B-14-d 
International Pathway Programs 

The table below provides a sample of International Pathway Programs offered by the University 
of Toronto. 

Program Description 

International Foundation 
Program (IFP) 

The International Foundation Program (IFP) offers admission to academically 
qualified international students whose English fluency scores fall below the 
direct entry requirements. IFP is a unique offering that combines conditional 
acceptance to the University of Toronto with intensive English language 
instruction and for-credit courses. Successful completion of the IFP guarantees 
admission to the Faculty of Arts & Science, Faculty of Applied Science & 
Engineering or the Faculty of Architecture, Landscape & Design with academic 
credit towards an undergraduate degree.  

http://www.ifp.utoronto.ca/ 

Green Path Program 
(UTSC) 

The Green Path Program (UTSC) helps academically qualified students from 
mainland China hone their English skills and begin adjusting to Toronto’s 
culture before starting classes at University of Toronto Scarborough in the Fall. 
It consists of a 12-week, full-time program run over the summer months. 

http://webapps-new.utsc.utoronto.ca/greenpath/index.php 

Facilitated Admissions 
International Recruitment 
(FAIR) – Taiwan (UTSC) 

The University of Toronto Scarborough FAIR – Taiwan program is a special 
process to admit academically qualified students from Taiwan into 
undergraduate programs at UTSC. Students attend an eight-week summer 
Academic & Acculturation program (SAAP) and, upon successful completion, 
enter a four-year degree program at UTSC. 

http://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/~fair/taiwan/english/index.html 

Academic Culture and 
English (ACE@UTM) 

The Academic Culture and English (ACE) program is designed for 
academically qualified students who have been admitted to UTM but who 
require additional English language skills training. Completion of ACE@UTM 
may be a condition of an offer of admission. ACE@UTM is specifically 
designed to target the development of communication, research and study 
skills. 

http://www.utm.utoronto.ca/registrar/new-students-parents/academic-culture-
and-english-program-ace 
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