July 6, 2009

ALERT!

Statement of Former Political Prisoners of the Islamic Republic of Iran

Since the onset of the June 12th “election coup d’état” thousands of people have been detained or disappeared in Iran.  In Tehran, for instance, the number of detainees is so large that the officials are holding prisoners in places such as the Ministry of State building’s basement and vacant camps in the city suburbs.  Many families are kept in the dark with regard to the whereabouts or the conditions of their loved ones.  According to the testimony of some of those who were arrested, tortured and released, this recent wave of arrests and disappearances is overseen by the Ministry of Intelligence, and in Tehran through their base in Evin prison, the infamous Section 209.  Their stories tell of subjection to both physical and psychological torture, forcing them to incriminate themselves and others by confessing to prefabricated charges.  Coincidentally, tortured-confessions begin to appear on state media.  These events are reminiscent of the well-documented atrocities committed inside the prison walls during the 1980s. 
We former political prisoners of the Islamic Republic of Iran testify to the scarring effects –on the prisoners, their families and society as a whole—of physical and psychological torture.  We have witnessed how, through the application of callous methods, prosecutors sought to break down the sense of identity and human integrity of their ‘subjects’.   

We fear that, under torture, some will be forced to confess to crimes committed by the security, military, paramilitary and plain-clothes forces on the streets, crimes such as the attacks on the University of Tehran and Shiraz’s dormitories on June 14th, the murder of student residents, the murder of Neda Aqa-Soltani, etc.   

We fear this new generation of prisoners will, in their turn, experience this awful cycle of violence.  We fear this naked, violent suppression of people in the streets and inside numerous jails around the country will lead to another wave of political executions.  This naked violent suppression must be taken with the utmost seriousness.  This threat of execution must be taken with the utmost seriousness.  

As we demand release of all political prisoners, including those categorized as rioters by the government, and an end to torture and execution in Iran. we call on all international human rights institutions, particularly the United Nations to hold the government of Iran accountable for this violence and the violence it will continue to perpetrate; to utilize all their powers to stop crimes being committed in Iran’s prisons; and, adding our voices to those of the many other concerned citizens, we urge the general secretary of the United Nations, Mr. Ban Ki-Moon, to send a representative to inspect Iran’s prisons before everything is swept under the carpet.  

Copy to:

· His Excellency Ban Ki-Moon, the general secretary of The United Nations

· The United Nations Human Rights Council

· Amnesty International

· Human Rights Watch

· International Federation of Human Rights

· International Campaign for Human Rights in Iran
Abdi Sharifi - Ahmad Mousavi - Ahmad Najarha - Akram Mussawi - Ali Ghafouri - Ali Mehrsai - Ali Razavi - Ali Tamaddon - Anahita Rahmanizadeh - Azadeh Agah - Azar Goli Abkenari - Azizeh Shahmoradi - Bahman Mohammadi - Banoo Saberi - Behrouz Sooren - Bijan Heidarian - Efat Mahbaz - Esmat Talebi - Fariba Kaviani - Fariba Sabet - Farokh Ghahremani - Farzaneh Zolfi - Fatemeh (Mehri) Dadgar - Fatemeh Haji-Najafi - Firouzeh Ghafari - Ghasem Soleimanpour - Gholamhassan Akbarpour - Gholamreza Ardebili - Gholamreza Yaghoubi - Guiti Iranpour - Hadi Aminian - Hamneshin Bahar - 

Hasan Sarfaraz - Homayoun Ivani - Hossein Afshar - Hossein Behboodi-Poshte - Hossein Ferdosi - Iraj Mesdaghi - Irandokht Rezazadeh - Jafar Behkish - Jafar Yaghoubi - Jahangir Esmaielpoor - Katayoun Baghai - Mahboubeh Mojtahed - Mahmoud Khalili - Mahmoud Memarnejad - Mahmoud Namini - Mahnaz Dehbozorgi -  Mahnaz Ghezello - Majid Mirzaei - Manouchehr Rasta - Marjan Eftekhary - Maryam Amany - Maryam Nouri - Masoud Raouf - Mehdi Aslani - Mehrangiz (Mahyar) Maki - Mehrdad Amiri - Mehri Bajoul - Mehri Farzan - Mehri Memarhosseini - Mitra Tahami - Mohamad reza Ashough - Mohammad Ali Maleki - Mohammad Reza Eskandari - Mohammad Yazdani - Mojdeh Arassi - Monireh Baradarn - Mrhamat Azadi - Nader Farshadpoor - Nasser Khandabi - PanteA Bahrami - Parvin Mardukh - Pirouz Zorchang - Rahman Oryan Abkenari - Rahmat Gholami - Reza Fani Yazdi - Reza Reisdana – Reza Rezvani - Reza Saki - Rezvan Moghadam -  Roya Sadeghi - Sadollah Alizadeh - Sahahla Molavi - Said Shoja’i - Said Sultanpour - Saideh Daneshmand - Schahla Sultany - Setare Abassi - Shahab Shokouhi - Shahin Chitsaz - Shahla Talebi - Shahrnush Parsipur - Shirin Ghanbari - Shohreh Ghanbari - Shokoufe Ebrahimzade - Shokoufeh Sakhi - Siavosh Mahmoudi - Simin Marduk - Soheila Bahadori - Soraya Alimohammadi - Soraya Moradi - Soraya Zangbari - Soudabeh Ardavan - Soudabe Jazani - Sousan Bahadori - Susan Mehr - Tahereh Khorami - Tahmineh Gshtasebi - Vahideh Aboukazemi - Wahid  Jaafari - Yaaghoob Rasht - Zahra Farahzadi - Zanbagh Mosavi - Zari Esparam - Zoreh Shishe

For reasons of security we have withheld the names of the signatories who still live in Iran. 
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For further information please contact sshokou@yorku.ca
