Words, Movements, Colour: Remembering and Learning Through Narrative and Visual Art 
Project Coordinators: Shahrzad Mojab and Bethany Osborne
Project Description

This project has three distinct parts.  The first two parts will happen simultaneously while the third part is more about the sharing of experiences with broader audiences within both Canada and internationally.  Participants in this project will be exploring various visual art mediums including painting, sculpture, photography and mixed media works (including photo transfer); creative written works including story and poetry; and dance.  It is important to note that as collective members work with the artists, the different forms of their artistic expression will be determined.  
Participants in this project are either former political prisoners or are affected by violence in the Islamic Republic of Iran.  All of them have a connection to Iran but have also come to Canada at various times over the past 20 years.  They began to create art together as a part of arts-based research done by Bethany Osborne.  Although former political prisoners face language barriers in talking about their experiences within the prison system, the art workshops offer a safe place for them to be able to express themselves.
A number of individual and collective projects were undertaken over a six month period.  At the end of the workshops, the participants decided to continue to meet.  The art creation had a therapeutic effect on them as well as fulfilling a community building function.  They also had many discussions about speaking out against state sponsored violence through art mediums.
There are a number of anticipated outcomes for this project:

· Visual Art Exhibits (including visual art creations and text) 

· Dance performances

· A documentary film
Part I- The Creation of Art and Text

Participants will meet together on a bi-monthly basis to produce artwork.  Professional artists within the collective will give instruction and support to other collective members.   Currently collective members are working on projects ranging from photography to sculpture, to painting, to textile collage.  They have been engaged in theatre productions and many of them have participated in dance workshops.  As collective members develop a sense of what they would like to or need to produce, artistic resources and support will be provided by the professional and community artists.

The anticipated outcome will be a body of artwork that can be exhibited with a textual explanation of the process and the end products.  We will seek possible exhibition sites within Toronto, other Canadian cities with large Iranian populations (Vancouver and Montreal) as well as other Canadian and international sites.  

Phase II- Documenting the Process

Throughout the history that has brought collective members to this point, it has been clear that one of the main motivations for the creation and exhibition of the artwork, is for all members to experience a greater degree of freedom and to help them find spaces to speak out against state sponsored violence. Exhibiting the artwork will be one way of doing this.  The process of the art-making is significant.  In order to capture this process, we will be working with a documentary film maker to document the art workshops.   The end result of this process will be a documentary film that concentrates on the stories of the women and the transformative nature of the process of the telling through art and words.  

The advantage to documenting the process through this kind of medium is that it provides potential for further sharing and dissemination of the artwork, the process and the stories.  It will be a good companion piece for art exhibits and possible future publications.

Phase III: Sharing the Stories 

There have been many studies showing the effect that trauma on the second generation-a generation that never actually experienced the trauma first hand.  In this third phase of the project, we will be inviting collective members to bring their children- both adult and those under 18, to participate in both art making and responding to the stories that their parents have told.  This will involve conducting further art workshops and presentation of created artwork.  All of the artists will participate in this phase of the project and the project will be filmed in order to be included as part of the documentary film.

This particular phase will invite intergenerational communication and open up the possibility for deeper understanding between the generations of people who grew up into the struggle of a conflicted Iran and those who grew up miles away in the relative safety of Canada.  While there are often difficulties between children and their parents, often this is exacerbated within immigrant families, particularly those who have come from conflict zones.  This phase will look at using art as a tool to bridge that gap and will create powerful images and text that have the potential to be shared among other immigrant/ refugee groups that have had similar experiences.
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