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JEI 206H1F 

Writing English Essays

Course Outline
Fall 2011
Section Number:      L0101






Lecture:                    Mondays 1:00-3:00, Room: TBA
Instructor:
          Cynthia Messenger

Office Location:       Innis College, Room 314

Office Hours:           Mondays 3:00-5:00, or by appointment

Phone Number:       416.978.6508

E-mail:                     cynthia.messenger@utoronto.ca
Tutorials:                 Wednesdays, 1:00-2:00; 2:00-3:00; 3:00-4:00, Room TBA, Innis College 
Tutorial leader:        TBA
TA’s office hours:    TBA

Brief Description of Course: 
Students will learn to write a research-informed undergraduate humanities essay, in part by reading and analyzing other forms of the essay, including the personal essay, literary criticism, the new journalism, the scholarly article, and the literary review. The rhetorical differences among the various essay forms will provide opportunities to study tone, audience, voice, purpose, and rhetorical strategies, such as tropes and schemes. Analyzing persuasive strategy and genre will help students learn about the use of evidence and the cultural assumptions at play in a text. The disadvantages of a large lecture format will be mitigated in two main ways. The course teaching assistant will help students learn both written and oral communication skills in weekly tutorials. Each student will be encouraged to meet with the course instructor at least once in a one-on-one meeting. In addition, Innis College Writing Centre instructors will provide one-on-one assessments of each student’s strengths and weaknesses for those JEI 206H students who wish to take advantage of this important academic service. 
Required Reading:
Course readings will appear online through Blackboard or will be published in a course reader, available in the fall at Canadian Scholars Press, suite 801, 180 Bloor Street West. Tel: 416.929.2774; email: info@cspi.org. On occasion, readings will be distributed in class or through email.
A weekly schedule of readings will be posted on Blackboard and emailed to students.

Method of Instruction: Lecture, tutorial, one-on-one assessment.

The following important course information appears on both the course outline and the weekly schedule of readings. 

· All JEI 206H students are urged to book a one-on-one appointment with the Innis College Writing Centre at some point during the academic term. Book online by visiting the following site: 
http://www.utoronto.ca/innis/writing.htm
Bring to this appointment a sample of your essay writing from a course (preferably an English course) you completed last year, or bring in a draft of one of your JEI 206H assignments. A writing instructor will go over your writing with you and identify your strengths and weaknesses.

· In the last thirty minutes of selected lectures, students will be asked to write an in-class reflection piece on one of the readings assigned. It is essential, therefore, that students always have hard copies of the assigned texts with them for each lecture. Students will be given a prompt or reflection question in advance for this writing exercise. Students must submit these reflection pieces in tutorial. Their timely submission will count toward the participation grade.
Method of Evaluation: 

1. Analysis of a personal essay by a well-known writer 25%, due date TBA
2. Essay outline for research-informed essay 15%, due date TBA 
3. Research-informed academic essay 30%, due date TBA
4. Term test in the form of an in-class essay (close analysis of a personal essay) 20%, last day of class
5. Attendance and participation 10%

Late Penalties:

Note:  A 2% per day late penalty will apply to all work submitted after the deadlines.  This penalty is applied on all days of the week, including weekends.  

Before starting the course, please read the following excellent text on essay writing:

http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/general/general-advice
Please review the document at the URL noted below. All cases of academic misconduct, including plagiarism, will be pursued according to the guidelines set out by the University. Please be sure that you document carefully the ideas and words of others in your assignments.
U of T’s Code of Behaviour on Academic Matters

http://www.governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/policies/behaveac.htm
