Alexandra Sumner recently received her PhD from the Department of Anthropology, University of Toronto. In late 2008 Alex moved to Israel for one year where she is currently a Halbert Foundation Postdoctoral Fellow with the Institute of Archaeology, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Sumner’s doctoral research was concerned with the evolution of human cognition and behaviour through the study of Palaeolithic stone tools and her postdoctoral project is designed to further explore these themes.  Alex is examining a certain type of stone tool from three well-known Middle Palaeolithic (250,000 – 40,000 years before present) sites in Israel.  She is analyzing aspect of their form and manufacture in order to understand the nature of the patterns and unique differences of this tool that may exist between sites.  The goal of Sumner’s research is to shed light on what early human stone tools can this tell us about patterns of technological behaviour, what these behaviours were ultimately used for, and the cognitive framework used to conceptualize and then produce early stone tools.  This is just one small but important piece of the larger puzzle concerning how we became modern human beings.
