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JPSC Meeting Minutes
CIDA CCCDF Project: Confronting Global Warming-- Enhancing China’s

Capacity for Carbon Sequestration

Institute of Geographical Sciences and Natural Resources Research
(IGSNRR),Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing, China, April 17, 2003
Attendees:
Prof. LIU Jiyuan (Chinese Project Director), IGSNRR of CAS, China
Prof. Jing M. Chen, (Canadian Project Director), University of Toronto
Madam SUN Cuihua, Chinese National Development and Reform
Commission
Mr. CHEN Chao, China International Center for Economic and Technical
Exchanges, Ministry of Commerce, China
Mr. NIU Dong, Bureau of Science and Technology of Natural Resource and
Environment of CAS, China
Mr. Jetf NANKIVELL, Canadian Embassy in China
Dr. Zhizhong SI, Canadian Technical Advisor, Canada-China Climate Change
Cooperation Project

Prof. LIU Gaohuan (Chinese Project Manager), IGSNRR of CAS, China

The first JPSC meeting for the CCCDF project “Confronting Global Warming;:



Enhancing China’s Capacity for Carbon Sequestration” took place at Institute
for Geographical Sciences and Natural Resources Research (IGSNRR) of the
Chinese Academy of Sciences in Beijing on Thursday, April 17, 2003. Prof.

Gaohuan Liu chaired the meeting.

The Canadian Project Director Professor Jing Chen of the University of
Toronto briefly reviewed the project, including its background, objectives,
project components, participants, organization, project management, and so
on. Then he focused on the illustration of the progresses and results
achieved in the first year through the cooperative efforts of all members
involved in this project. They main achievements include: (1) Four successful
planning and training workshops were held in Beijing, Nanjing and Lanzhou
each relating to one of the three major project components: GIS/ carbon cycle
modeling; forest assessment and ground-truthing, and, integrated assessment.
(2) comprehensive data have been collected for one core site in Liping of
Southwest China, and an auxiliary site Baoying in East China. Some soil data
were also collected from Xingguo, and modeling data from Changbaishan; (3)
developed a software system for processing MODIS data, named as
MODISoft; (4) collected nation-wide data of climate, land cover type,
topography as well as biogeochemical parameters of  typical forest
ecosystems; (5) achieved an initial grasp of the BEPS and InTEC models

needed for this project which would enable collecting and assigning values of



some model parameters; (6) acquired various nation-wide imageries of
AVHRR and MODIS in different seasons. Professor Chen confidently claimed
a smooth operation of the project which assured the achievement of the

expected goals in the first year.

Professor Chen also presented the future tasks for Year 2 of the project
implementation, which include: (1) holding a scientific workshop in
Changbaishan in July 2003 ; (2) to undertake field observation and to conduct
investigation in designated sites for the collection of data and finally the
construction of a database; (3) to conduct the BEPS and InNTEC model runs
along with the adjustment of some parameters in these two models to better
their performance in China and to analyze the outcomes of model runs ; (4)
to exchange scientists and to share data as well as results.

The second speaker Prof. Liu Jiyuan reviewed the progress about carbon
cycle research in China, including winning a large scale Chinese national key

“973” project “Study on Carbon Cycles of China’s Terrestrial Ecosystems and

Their Driving Forces” and the knowledge innovation program ”Stlldy on
Carbon Budgets in Terrestrial and Coastal Sea

Ecosystems of China”. These programs focus on the research

about carbon cycles and it's mechanisms in terrestrial ecosystems, with
research focuses on (1)bio-geographical mechanisms of spatio-temporal

patterns of the carbon sinks and sources in terrestrial ecosystems of China; (2)



mechanisms for carbon cycle adjustment and control and anthropogenic
driving forces ; (3) impact and adaptation methods based on biological
processes of carbon cycle in response to climate change; (4) the impact of land
use and land cover (LULC) on the carbon storage and carbon cycle processes
in terrestrial ecosystems. The top-down remote sensing will be integrated
with bottom-up process models for resolving these issues: (1) to transfer
between spatial scales; (2) to reduce the uncertainty of assessment of carbon
sinks and sources; (3) to assess the carbon sinks and sources in terrestrial
ecosystems of China from historical processes, status in quo, trend in the
future and carbon sequestration potential; (4) to provide scientific evidence
for eco-environment improvement and international treaties about climate
change. Professor Liu emphasized that the research on carbon cycles in China
will strongly complement and promote this Sino-Canada cooperative project.
JPSC members and others present gave many positive comments on the
significance of this project, endorsed the project management strategy and the
progress to date. They provided some valuable suggestions for the project
including:
1. An increasing attention should be paid to the relationship between
scientific research and national policy. The project outputs and contents
should serve for national policy for land use and land reform.
2. The project team should communicate with relevant organizations in

China, harmonize research agenda with government’s environmental



priorities, dealing with climate change. The related departments mainly
include MFA (Ministry of Foreign Affairs)) MST (Ministry of Science and
Technology), NDRC (National Development and Reform Commission), EPB
(Environmental Protection Bureau), MC (Ministry of Commerce), CMA
(China Meteorological Administration) and FA (Forestry Administration). It is
hoped that the outcome of this project can later be part of Chinese
government planning processes.
3. The communication and lateral cooperation need to be strengthened
among relevant projects, for example, C5, and IPCC, etc. It will be helpful to
have a meeting with other project teams and national agencies in order to
cooperate and to seek for interfaces among these projects.
4. Some regular communication routines may be established in order to
enhance the mutual exchanges.

Finally, the meeting delegates came to an agreement as following:
1. The environmental projects sharing meeting will be organized in May 2003.
Some officers and experts from MFA, MST, NDRC, MC, CMA and FA will be
invited. Participants will exchange research issues of the projects, as well as
expected outcomes and their impact to Chinese national policies.
2. The carbon sequestration project Yearl Project Report and Year2 Project
Annual Workplan were accepted and approved.

3. The 2nd JPSC meeting will be held in April 2004.



