Carbon Sequestration Project Year Two Report

On April 17, 2003, the JPSC annual meeting approved the Year 1 Report of this project and the Year 2 Annual Work Plan.

The progress during Year 2 was seriously affected by the SARS episode that prevented Canadians from visiting China and limited fieldwork Chinese partners could undertake.  It also resulted in the cancellation of the Changbaishan workshop that was to have provided crucial information sharing for all partners, and was to have been a vehicle for the initial integration of the three major project components.

Despite this obstacle, some Chinese and Canadian colleagues were able to conduct work in China and in Toronto before and after the SARS travel bans were initiated.  This was particularly true of the Remote Sensing/ GIS, and the Integrated Assessment groups, respectively.  In the former, coarse resolution and some moderate resolution imaging was completed and LAI, NPP and carbon source and sink maps were produced for one of the core sites.  Chinese colleagues trained by the project were able to conduct coarse resolution image processing on their own and have been able to adapt the principles of Canadian software GeoComp-n to their own software system to produce a preliminary all-China sink and source map. During the year, the group was able to complete nearly 30% of the entire work related to the Remote Sensing/GIS and Carbon Modelling Component of the project.

The Integrated Assessment group finalized the household survey questionnaire and conducted surveys in the three core site areas: Changbaishan (Dunhua), Heihe and Liping. Since Changbaishan is a forest reserve area without any significant population, it was decided to carry out the household survey in Dunhua, a populated area immediately adjacent to the reserve with similar forest vegetation. The surveys covered various stakeholders, including women and minority groups. Various methods including economic and statistical models have been employed to study the economic and ecological impacts of land use changes. Despite the setback from SARS, the IA group was able to complete nearly 30% of the entire work related to integrated assessment. .

As indicated, the Forest Assessment component experienced the greatest impact from the SARS episode because the essential training and fieldwork was cancelled. Nevertheless, Chinese colleagues were able to collect relevant information on all tree species, especially native tree species with high potential for utilization, found at the core sites.  Some preliminary evaluations of “status quo” carbon sequestration scenarios have been conducted.  In all, the group was able to complete in Year 2 only 11% of the entire work related to Forest Assessment and Ground Truthing.   Since the other two project components cannot progress without inputs from this component, the whole project has been substantially delayed during Year 2.  It is for this reason that CIDA has agreed to extend the project completion date to December 2005.

We are looking forward to our team collaboration in field work this coming summer, especially the Changbaishan Conference “Carbon Sequestration: Progress and Prospects” which will take place June 21-24, 2004!
